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A B S T R A C T 
 

The pseudoscientific principle of spontaneous human combustion (SHC) is the combustion of a living human body without an 
obvious external cause of ignition. Spontaneous Human Combustion eludes condition in which human body is found with huge 
segments of center parts of body reduced to fiery debris and substantially less harm to the head and extremities, and 

insignificant harm to the immediate surroundings of the body. The review was aimed to find the possible causalities of 
Spontaneous Human Combustion. There are basically two types of SHC and the etiology is found on the basis of some 
hypothesis. All the possible causative factors are covered and a treatment approach is also provided. 
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INTRODUCTION:  

pontaneous Human Combustion eludes condition in 

which human body is found with huge segments of 

center parts of body reduced to fiery debris and 

substantially less harm to the head and extremities, and 

insignificant harm to the immediate surroundings of the 

body. Most instances of SHC involves ignition of living 

human body without a clear outside source start 
[1]

. 

Typically, no recognizable wellspring of start is found in 

the region of the casualty and a terrible noticing sleek 

substance is noted. Previously, such a circumstance was 

mistakenly ascribed to extraordinary forces; as such marvel 

happens without any witness 
[2]

. 

Spontaneous Human Combustion is the proposed wonder 

whereby individuals unexpectedly combust with no 

external wellspring of start, leaving encompassing materials 

unburned. Types of Spontaneous Human Combustion 

(SHC) cases might be separated into two classifications: 

lethal and non-lethal, the previous one being more typical. 

Lethal SHC: The greater part of these SHC cases are 

deadly. The casualty is typically discovered decreased to a 

heap of fiery remains aside from the odd appendage or on 

the other hand a part of the head/body. Just the parts related 

with the body are singed; the fire obviously does not spread 

to the environment. More often than not the casualty is 

separated from everyone else, and no one understands that 

something has turned out badly until the point when they 

unearth the casualty's fiery debris; in any case, in a little 

part of deadly SHC cases, there are declarations by 

witnesses that they had undoubtedly observed the casualty 

go up on fire, furthermore, that there were no convincible 

wellsprings of start; the flares had strangely broken out on 

the casualty's skin. These cases, in any case, are poorly 

documented 
[3]

. 

Non-lethal SHC: A little level of SHC cases includes a 

casualty who survives the puzzling marvel. They generally 

include the sudden ejection of secretive blazes or smoke on 

the casualty's skin when there is evidently no identifiable 

outside wellspring of flame. A little extent of these fall into 

the classification of 'strange consumes' - the casualty 

creates unexplained consume marks on their skin (which 

usually start with little distresses that develop into 

expansive difficult consume marks), for which there is no 

known outside reason 
[3]

. 

S 
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History: The main instance of SHC was recorded path back 

in the 1400s for the sake of Polonus Vorsitius. He was an 

Italian knight who liked to drink wine of a considerable 

measure. History discloses to us that Polonus expended an 

exceptionally solid wine called "two ladles" and it all of a 

sudden made him upchuck flares, at that point the blazes 

devoured his whole body. An outstanding case was a 73-

year old man named Henry Thomas of South Ribs in 1980. 

His body was discovered totally copied in the family room 

of his home. His whole body was burned, leaving only his 

skull and, a segment of each leg underneath the knee. 

Officers presumed that his downfall was because of the 

wick impact, demise by consuming which he allegedly 

breathed in the substance of his own burning. In 2010, 

Michael Flaherty of Ireland was allegedly kicked the bucket 

from unconstrained ignition by the coroner. This is the first 

occasion when that a particular accident was finished up 

because of human sudden ignition, which was for the most 

part because of the coroner's suggestion that there is no 

satisfactory clarification to the episode. The most recent 

case just happened in August 2013, when an over two 

month's old newborn child named Rahul of India, was 

admitted to Kilpauk Medical College and Hospital for 

having consistent consume wounds since birth. The 

therapeutic tests precluded the likelihood of unconstrained 

human combustion and there are additionally no wellbeing 

anomalies found with the newborn child 
[4]

. 

Etiology
[5]

: It is possibly caused by  

• Fire consume  

• Synthetic consume  

• Radiation consumes  

• Singe consume  

Indications
[6]

:   

• Setting yourself ablaze  

• Being ablaze and consuming to death   

• Relaxing  

• Being alive and not being ablaze consume  

• Loss of cognizance  

• Heroin addicts and loathes breaks  

Signs 
[7]

:  

• Hints at practically zero a fire  

• Oily deposit  

• Burst into flares  

Other possible causes are;  

• Stoutness  

• Low mobility because of cutting edge age  

• Heart assault  

• Weakness  

• Drinking liquor 

Hypothesis: There are a different hypothesis on the 

genuine reasons for SHC. While these remaining parts as 

uncertain convictions, how about we investigate a portion 

of the known speculations about unconstrained human 

ignition.  

Liquor addiction: Numerous SHC casualties are drunkards 

however won't consume with extreme warmth related with 

SHC. 

In the 1700s and 1800s it was trusted that SHC was caused 

by excessive drinking, the method of reasoning being that a 

body soaked with such burnable liquids would be inclined 

to ignition at the slightest start. 

Nonetheless, examination yielded confirm that a 

considerable lot of these SHC casualties were not alcoholic 

in the first place; doctors contended that the said casualties 

would have surrendered to alcohol poisoning or liver 

cirrhosis some time before they moved toward becoming 

flame fuel.  

The reason is this: The centralization of liquor in a body 

would never be sufficiently high for start to happen. 

Weaken liquor will neither consume nor suddenly detonate 

in an anaerobic condition - there is zero chance of the 

individual combusting unless he has been generously 

soaked with liquor and is standing excessively near the 

hearth. In fact, the scientist Justus von Liebig exhibited in 

1850 that tissue drenched with weakened liquor would not 

consume to fiery debris, notwithstanding when an outside 

fire was connected. Moreover, the way that terribly 

consumed carcasses still keep up to a great extent protected 

inside organs, serves to sustain the contention that the 

immolation couldn't possibly have begun from inside the 

body 
[8]

. 

Devine Intercession: Hundreds of years back individuals 

felt the blast was a sign from divine force of discipline. 

Develop of electricity produced via friction from no known 

shape electrostatic release could make a human burst into 

blazes. A hazardous mix of chemicals can shape in the 

stomach related framework because of less than stellar 

eating routine 
[9]

. 

Combustible Body fat: A hypothesis that a great many 

people accept to be self-evident - the human fat. Stores of 

combustible muscle fat can be a justifiable reason behind 

why unconstrained human burning happens. This 

conviction could have been a simple response to the secret; 

notwithstanding, there are instances of SHC with non-

overweight people which made this clarification a 

hypothesis 
[10]

.  

Divine Intercession: Individuals tends to turn their 

thoughtfulness regarding confidence,  

particularly when a marvel without legitimate clarification 

occurs. Some religion, for the most part Christians, trust 

that SHC is a sort of discipline from God or a reward from 

the wrong doings of the casualties 
[11]

.  

Friction based electricity: Develop of friction based 

electricity inside the body or on the other hand from an 
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outside geomagnetic constrain is another hypothesis of the 

beginning of unconstrained human burning. Larry Arnold, a 

self proclaimed master of SHC, has recommended that the 

wonder is caused by another subatomic molecule called 

pyroton, which he cases to have a capable response with 

cells that outcome to mini explosion inside the body. Be 

that as it may, whatever is left of his cases remains 

uncertain and are not acknowledged in both therapeutic and 

science group 
[12]

. 

Methane: Methane is a combustible gas that is regularly 

created at the point when plants break down. Methane is 

additionally normally created inside the body, especially 

inside the digestive tracts. The hypothesis is that, this 

methane gas can be touched off through catalysts (from a 

poor abstain from food), a protein inside the body that 

functions as impetuses to speed up synthetic responses 
[13]

. 

In any case, most instances of SHC demonstrates external 

consumes and fire that at first originating from within is 

very inconceivable. Some different hypotheses incorporate 

electrical fields inside the human body, way of life 

elements, accidents and numerous others. Until presently, 

these clarifications remain a hypotheses and unconstrained 

human burning remains an unsolved riddle 
[11]

 

The wick impact: The human body is known to be hard to 

ignite, and it doesn't promptly bolster burning individually. 

What can happen in any case, is if a body is touched off 

while dressed, the body fat can liquefy and be assimilated 

into the apparel that remaining parts and this fat-drenched 

attire acts like a wick, consuming in a comparable design to 

a flame, in spite of the fact that a back to front light.  

The melted [body] fat of the subcutaneous layer can douse 

into the apparel, making it act like a wick which keeps up 

the fire. Just this component can clarify the most serious 

ignitions which are seen in people who, for instance, nod 

off while smoking 
[9]

. It was shown in 1998 on BBC 1's 

QED program. A dead pig, which was picked as pigs have a 

comparative fat substance to people, was wrapped in fabric 

furthermore, set land. It consumed for five hours previously 

the trial was finished, and the fire to a great extent 

expended the pig's body, including its bones, yet there was 

little warmth harm to different things that had been put in 

the room with it. The fire created by the wick impact is not 

a blast; it's to a greater extent a moderate consuming 

seething. It gets exceptionally hot locally, conceivably up to 

500oC (take note of: the 2000+oC temperatures that some 

claim is expected to consume a body are not required), but 

rather it does not create immense blazes that could set 

different things land. This is the motivation behind why the 

consuming remains restricted. Additionally, once the fat has 

been spent, the fiery remains created goes about as a 

separator for whatever was touching the carcass for 

example, the seat it is in. This excessively anticipates 

different things touching off as the consuming disappears. 

Obviously, if different things were to touch off and the 

entire room went up on fire, it would just resemble a 

customary house fire and nobody would take a gander at it 

as an instance of Unconstrained Human Ignition. The wick 

impact is most likely the genuine clarification for the way 

the body consumes after start. It ought to be called attention 

to however, that in the QED try, oil was utilized to touch 

off the pig's carcass. This is on the grounds that cadavers, 

pigs' or people are difficult to touch off. This abandons us 

with the most problematic zone in clarifying clear instances 

of SHC: how the bodies light in any case 
[14]

. 

Microorganisms: As it is normal learning among 

agriculturists that haystacks at times burst into flares for no 

evident reason, there were some who endeavored to clarify 

the SHC marvel by the same rationale. It is currently 

realized that conditions for development are ideal for 

microscopic organisms developing in middle of haystack, 

to the degree that they every so often repeat at such mind 

boggling rates that their collective body warm makes the 

dry straw burst into flames. For some time it was 

conjectured that comparative procedures in the human body 

may make it touch off; be that as it may, it has been 

demonstrated that such conditions are not achievable in the 

human body. If there was an uncontrolled burst of 

microbial development, the person would surrender to huge 

contamination even before the body ended up noticeably 

hot enough to combust 
[15]

. 

Electricity: When the late Teacher Robin Shoreline of the 

Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute conjectured that individuals, 

under certain conditions, could develop enough static 

charge to incidentally light ignitable material, much to his 

dismay how horribly misconstrued his speculation would 

move toward becoming regarding SHC. 

Touchy Eating methodologies: May SHC be caused by a 

less than stellar eating routine and explosive mix of 

chemicals in the stomach related tract? In any event Jenny 

Randles, who composed Interesting and Unexplained 

Riddles of the twentieth Century, thinks so. She calls 

attention to that the lion's share of SHC happens in 

European and American social orders, and that the stamped 

absence of instances of sudden ignition in creatures and 

individuals of non-European plunge is ascribed to the 

distinction in slim down. (Apparently European individuals 

eat a lot of nourishments that can promptly touch off their 

bodies). While it might represent tooting, individuals in the 

Western world ought not consider this clarification 

excessively important. After all, when was the last time you 

saw some person combust because they'd quite recently 

eaten a steak?  

Different Speculations: Among different theories that 

devotees of SHC have concocted to clarify this wonders, is 

the pyrotron theory, which includes an assumed subatomic 

molecule that can light a flammable source; the hypothesis 

that these casualties had developed significant measures of 

methane in their gastrointestinal tract, which had been in 

this manner touched off by enzymatic procedures; maser 

(microwave enhancement by animated emanation of 

radiation) induction, geomagnetism, and even kundalini (a 

type of yoga/ spiritualist body warming). Maybe the most 

ludicrous proposal is that pressure can make a man burst 

into blazes (propagated by Larry Arnold), or that hydrogen 

and oxygen stay as gasses in human cells and are in this 



Patil et al                                                                                Asian  Journal of Pharmaceutical Research and Development. 2021; 9(3): 89-93 

 

ISSN: 2320-4850                                                                                        [92]                                                                            CODEN (USA): AJPRHS 

manner exceedingly ignitable - in which case the peruser 

would do well not to breathe in 
[16]

. 

Pathophysiology: Liquor isn't ordinarily present in our 

tissue but, there is one combustible constituent in the body 

that can enormously increment fixation. The body makes 

acetone which is exceedingly combustible. A scope of 

conditions can deliver ketosis in which acetone  is shaped 

including liquor abuse, sans fat consuming less calories, 

diabetes what's more, notwithstanding getting teeth. So that 

in the tissue acetone is available rather than ethanol this 

was utilized to make scale models of people which dressed 

and set land. They consumed to fiery debris inside a large 

portion of a hour. 

 Measure of pervaded with microscopic organisms.  

 Eating the daily paper and drink some oil.  

 Extra oxygen presented  

If there should be an occurrence of SHC, the most terribly 

burned parts of the body are those with bottomless fat 

amassing. Tests on human ignition have been utilizing pork 

remains, because of comparative ignition profiles in both 

human and pork fats. DeVaan's prior pork fat tests 

uncovered that in the first place, consuming fat's 

commitment to flame is moderate, quantifiable after 500 

seconds. Fat can't light in its regular from yet rather in a 

fluid frame, unattached to course, e.g., in dead people. 

Human fat has shockingly low liquefying point, between 

41°C (105.8°F) and, 0.5°C (32.9°F). Dissolving indicates 

differ agreeing anatomical area. Peripheral fat, e.g., in the 

legs, brings down melting point contrasted with 

subcutaneous fat from the guts which has melting point 

running from 31.7 34.9°C (89.06 - 94.82°F), and visceral 

fat melts at temperatures 32.6 to 36.6°C (90.68 - 97.88°F). 

The individual varieties are too huge for finding any 

distinction according to sexual orientation or some other 

characterization. Strikingly, human fat does not harden 

when reasonably cooled beneath the liquefying point, a 

procedure that can take from a few days up to over a month. 

Dissolved human muscle to fat ratio will just consume at 

high temperatures, around 250°C (482°F). 

In any case, a fabric soaked with fluid fat will consume 

even at low fat temperature 24°C (75°F). The "wick 

impact," characterized as fluid fat invaded in a permeable 

scorch, e.g., singed garments, may go about as a wick 

what's more, increment the viable vapor weight of the 

condensed fat fuel. To acquire a wick impact, the warmth 

source needs to scorch and break the skin to discharge the 

condensed fat to come into contact with burned garments 
[18]

.  

The body fat has high water content. A specific segment of 

the warm produced by the blazes will go into driving the 

water from the fat before start. This will make a low 

warmth yield, approximately 25 to 40 kW, 24 which is low 

to the point that it is probably not going to touch off the 

environment. The roast upheld burning of fat will make a 

dependable limited temperature of 500 to 600°C (932 - 

1112°F). Neither direct nor unreasonable liquor utilization 

makes the body delicate to flame start. Liquor does not 

impregnate the tissues as it is weakened in the blood and 

tissues. Over the top liquor utilization leads into lessened or 

add up to loss of cognizance, making the individual 

inclined to mishaps. Further, exceedingly intoxicated 

casualties might be not able to douse a fire once it is begun, 

to escape, and call for help 
[19]

. 

In the previously mentioned instances of SHC, levels of 

carbon monoxide (COHb) were for the most part low with a 

mean level of 27.2%. This figure is to some degree higher 

than self-immolation casualties (21%)33 and lower 

contrasted and the post-mortem examination discoveries of 

114 copy casualties in Australia (29%). COHb levels are 

impacted by the area of the damage site, ie, inside versus 

outside. Such pattern couldn't be extrapolated among the 

cases analyzed here. Cyanide levels were inspected just in 

two casualties: one had no cyanide and the other 0.05 

mg/ml.  

In 137 capitulated consume casualties, the mean level of 

blood cyanide was 1.0 mg/L. Nonetheless, posthumous 

dissemination can prompt high blood cyanide levels, 35 

subsequently high blood cyanide fixations are not a 

dependable sign of posthumous consuming 
[20]

. 

Treatment: My only experience of this is fire amid laser 

surgery because of the nearness of methane gas originating 

from the rectum. Consequently, amid laser surgery wet 

towels are utilized to cover the region being lasered. The 

undeniable treatment is to put out the fire, in any way that is 

available. Be that as it may, counteractive action is the key 
[21]

. 

CONCLUSIONS  

Mulling over the quantity of affirmed SHC cases and the 

hypotheses/thoughts endeavored to clarify the SHC wonder, 

it isn't anything but difficult to establish that the SHC 

wonder is basically a myth. Indeed, even researchers and 

specialists, who have created and examined a huge number 

of things on the planet, can't choose whether the SHC 

marvel is a myth or reality. Taking a gander at all of the 

evidence that SHC happens, numerous do express that SHC 

isn't a myth. In short, unconstrained human ignition isn't 

something you need to toy around with. On the off chance 

that you or any of your companions have sudden 

inclinations to set yourselves ablaze, simply get it over 

with. There is no cure for SHC so don‘t consider 

attempting. Once the condition has set in, a few 

investigations recommend that getting your pal to urinate 

on you can help facilitate your torment. Considering 

however that nobody has ever survived, this may basically 

be talk that R. Kelly began 
[21]

. 
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